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- PIA employees protest

against ‘open-skies policy’

By Saad Hasan

KARACHI: Hundreds of Pak-
istan International Airlines (PIA)
employees on Monday staged a

policy, blaming it for a decline in
the number of passengers of the
national flag carrier.

The first of its kind protest

meeting, held ai the PIA head
office, coincided with the inau-
gural flight of low-cost flydubai,
which has been recently allowed
to operate from Dubai to
Karachi.

PIA employees blamed the
open-skies policy, lJaunched by
former premier Nawaz Sharif in
1992, as damaging the national
airlines.

“It is the responsibility of the
management to take up the
issue of open skies policy with
the government,” said Sohail
Baluch, president of Pakistan
airlines’ pilots association. ‘Tt is
not just the airline, but the
county is also suffering in shape
of foreign exchange drain.”

protest against the open-skies w

“The elected representatives
should come forward to protect
national carrier from unfair
competition.”

Hundreds of employees,

earing black arm-bands, had
gathered at the PIA head office.
Holding banners, which read
“PIA bachao, flydubai bhagao

they shouted slogans against the
Gulf carriers.

The meeting was the first or-
ganized by Council of Employ-
ees of PIA (CEPIA), since the
confederation of six labour
unions reactivated, after nearly
eleven years.

Shaukat Jamshmd, president,
Society of Aircraft Engineers of
Pakistan, said that in this sum-
mer holiday season, which sees

_peak travelling, PIA has been of-
fered flights at odd hours to
cities in United Arab Emirates.

“Different ways are used to
put PIA at a disadvaniage.
Enough is enough! Now some-
thing has to be done.” _

"The participants demanded

(Save PIA, get rid of flydubai),” i

the government to immediately

withdraw flying rights from fly-
dubai.

Pakistan signs air services
agreements with Gulf countries
on.point-to-point basis, which
means an airline can carry pas-
:gemng s between the two states.

to destinations beyond their
hubs.
Karachi is open skies for

Dubai. Similarly, Pakistani air-
lines can operate flights to
Dubai from any city in Pakistan.
But PIA has been denied flight
from Sailkot.

According to a PIA survey,
out of the total international
traffic from Pakistan, 81 percent
is going through Gulf carriers.
About 77 percent of these pas-
sengers are destined for Europe
and USA.

PIA losses increased by 23
percent to Rs2.569 billion in the
first quarter of 2010, compared
with Rs2.04 billion incurred in
same period of previous year.
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* CEPIA rejects ‘Open

Sky Policy’

RECORDER REPORT
KARACHI: Council of
FEmployees Pakistan Intemational
Airline (CEPIA), an alliance of
SIX employees” umion, has reject-
ed “Open Sky Policy” of
Ministry of Defence

President, CEPIA, Sohail
Baloch, while addressing hun-
dreds of PIA employees during a
protest demonstration against the
permission to Gulf and Dubai-
based airlines to operate flights to
Pakistan by the government, at
PIA Head Office here on
Monday, said such policy was
 mmplemented in other parts of the

world on bilateral basis.

‘The government allows traffic
right to the airlines on such
routes, on which the national flag
carrier was already operating
Hlights, he deplored.

Bemg owner of the PIA, the
govemment has the obligation to
safeguard the interests of the
national flag carrier.

The Gulf carriers have been
| allowed to operate flight at suit-
able timings from passengers’
point of view and convenience,
whereas PIA is not allowed to
operate to UAE and Gulf at the
times suitable for local passen-
gers. He asked PIA management
to request Ministry of Defence
(MoD) and Civil Aviation
Authoerity (CAA) to reverse its
decision in the greater national

F

Hesmdﬂ]atmghlbcﬂxerD
and CAA were not aware of the
consequences of the decision,
which would be disastrous for the

Speaking on the occasion,
Najeeb-ur-Rehman, PrcmdenL
Aircraft Technologists
Association of Pakistan (ATAP)
said employees having affiliation
with different unions join hands
under the banmer of CEPIA. The
council has been to save the PIA line.
and its 180,00 employees from
destruction, he added.

“He asked the PIA
to raise their concems with the
authorities concemed for saving
the national flag carrier.

Addressing the participants,
Aziz Suharwardi, President,
Flight Engineers’ National
Association (FENA) said the pur-
pose of the CEPIA 1s to resolve
the issues faced by the PIA
employees at every level.

He urged PIA management to
extend the facility of financial
compensation to all of its
employees and increase the pen-
sion of employees.

Captain Rabbani, General
3 . Pakistan Airline Pilots’
Association (PALPA) said
revival of CEPIA during the rule
of the elected government is an
eyc-opener for other salaried
class.

He asked the government to
Teverse its decision to allow for-
eign arrlines to operate flights to
Pakistan. He urged the adminis-
tration to form “pension commit-
tee” for resolving pension-related
problems of all the retired
employees within 15 days.

He condemmed the statement of
MD PIA Ejaz Harcon that all the
skilled employees of the airline
had resigned and the remaining
hﬂd become liability for the air-

President, Society of Aircraft
Engineers of Pakistim (SAEP),
Shavkat Jamshaid said the man-
agement should utilise the in-
house capabilities of PIA lo eam
money instead of allowing for-
eign airlines to operate cheap
flights. He requested Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) and
Ministry of Defence (MoD)) to
look into the matter.

Abid Sharif Khan, President,
PIA Senior Staff Association
(PIASSA), requested media to
stop “propaganda” against the
national flag carrier.

He urged the management of
the airline to restore the
allowances of cabin crews.

Addressing the participants,
Kamran Chaudhary, President,
CBA said that CEPIA has been
revived again after 1990, when
the then government tried to

introduce open sky policy.
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Flydubai inaugural ﬂight?
lands in Karachi

IQBAL MIRZA .

KARACHI: Undaunted by
the protest demonstration
staged by the Council of
Employees of Pakistan
International Airlines
(CEPIA) at the PIA head
office here, ‘Flydubai,” first
low-cost airline of Dubai, flew
its inaugural flight into
Karachi on Monday momning.
Karachi 1s the airline’s 20th
destination.

While another Gulf carrier’s
entry into the market has come
as a welcome news for the
travelling public, the low fares
being offered would badly hit
Pakistan’s carriers, particular-
ly the national carrier PTA.
Besides low fares, an added
attraction would be brand new
aircraft which will be operated
by ‘Flydubai® as compared to
decade-old aircraft which
Pakistan’s private airlines and
national carrier operate on
Karachi-Dubai sector.
Emirates, Etihad Airways,
Gulf Air, and Qatar Airways
are already picking up most of
the traffic from Karachi. The
passengers are taken to their
hubs, from where they are
flown to destinations in
Europe and North America.

Pakistan’s privale and
national carrier will have to

match the fares and facilities

that are being offered by
‘Flydubai” because with the
changing scenario only fittest
would survive.

Ali Saif Alawani, UAE
Ambassador to Pakistan, who
was on board the inaugural
flight, said: “Ties between the
UAE and Pakistan are already
strong, with bilateral trade
worth mere than $ 6 billion
annually.”

Increasing the number of
affordable, quality, direct air
travel links between the two
countries will only serve to
strengthen our relationship, he
added.

“Our flight today on board
‘Flydubai® was excellent.
Flydubai's aircraft are brand
new, safe, clean and comfort-
able. The cabin crew is very
[riendly and welcoming, and 1
am confident that Flydubai’s

‘new service to Karachi will

prove to be very popular,” he
said.

The Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) of Flydubai, Ghaith Al
Ghaith, who also travelled on
the same flight, said: “We are
delighted to start flights to
Karachi today. It is a very
important route for us, and
one we are looking forward to
operating successfully for a
long time to come.”

“Flydubai’s aim is to make

travel a little less complex, a
little less stressful, and a little
less expensive and thereby
encourage more people to
travel more often.

We are committed to grow-
ing the markets we fly to and
we have already seen success
with this in other markets,
including Beirut, which has
seen a 33 percent increase in
traffic. and Amman which
gained a huge 40 percent
increase.” There has been a 22
percent increase across all

Egyptian routes since
Flydubai started operations
last year, he said.

He described Karachi,
Pakistan’s main seaport, as
one of the world’s largest
cities in terms of population
and financial centre of the
country. It is home to
Pakistan’s largest commercial
corporations and is the heart
of trade and industry for the
country,

Established in March 2008,
Flydubai, government of
Dubai’s first low-cost airline,
started operations on June 1
2009. It currently has a fleet
comprising nine brand new
Boeing 737-800 NG aircraft
and operates to 20 destina-
tions.

FZ 333 departs from Dubai
from Sunday to Thursday at

08.15 hours and arrives in
Karachi at 11.25 hours. The
return flight FZ 334 would
leave at 12.10 hours, arriving
in Dubai at 13.20 hours local
time. On Fridays and
Saturdays, FZ 333 will depart
Dubai at 11.35 hours and
arrive in Karachi at 14,45
hours.

The return flight FZ 334 will
leave at 15.30 hours and arrive
in Dubai at 16.40 hours local
time.

One-way fare to Karachi
from Dubai will cost AED
300, and will be available for
purchase from the website
(www.flydubai.com), call cen-
tre (04-301-0800) and travel
agents.

The Flydubai model is sim-
ple, with customers paying
only for the services they want
to receive. The price includes
all taxes and one piece of hand
baggage weighing up to 10 kg
Per passenger.

Passengers have the option
to purchase checked-in bag-
gage in advance at just AED
60 for the first piece and AED
150 for the second, weighing
up to 32 kg, subject to avail-
abilitv. Flydubai operates
from a modernised and
enhanced Terminal 2 on the
north side of Dubai interna-
tional airport. "o
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Airport
security

T TRAVELLED the other
day from Islamabad to
Karachi via Lahore and
Sukkur on PK-291. After ob-
taining the boarding pass, I
saw a queue at a scanning
machine. The flight crew im-
mediately passed through
the scanners.

The guard was asking ev-
eryone to place all their be-
longings, including shoes, in
one of the trays before mov-
ing on. If the metal detector
didn’t give a beep, the
search would be complete. I
asked the guard what was
the point of frisking if no
metal was detected by the
scanning machine. He could-
't come up with an answer.
This shows that we are just
making our own rules and at
the end of the day humiliat-
ing our own people in the
name of search and security.
DR ALI KHAN
Karachi
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RAHI: Chairman Council of Employees of Pakistan International Airlines (CEPIA) Captain Sohail
Baloch addressing the general workers meeting held at PIA head office in Karachi. -(Photo Imran Ali)
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Local rivals stage
protest on fear of
losing market share

© FARHAN ZAHEER
KARACHI
A Dubai-based low-cost air
carrier has started flights to
Pakistan which threatens the
business of local airlines.

Flydubai started its opera-
tions in Pakistan with its in-
augural flight to Karachi on
Monday. “Karachi is the 2oth
destination of flydubai, an air-
line which has nine aircraftat
present and plans to acquire
50 aircraft by 2016,” said CEO
of flydubai Ghaith Al Ghaith
while talking to media on
Moriday.

Ghaith, who also travelled on

73

the same flight, said “we are
delighted to start flights to
Karachi. It is a very important
route for us and one we are
looking forward to operating
successfully for a long time to
come.”

Two-way flydubai ticket is
for Rs17,200 while other car-
riers charge around Rs22,000-
24,000, a difference of 26 per

cent,

Flydubai’s first flight to
Karachi was marked with a
‘protest by employees of a local
airline at the Karachi airport.,
The protesters criticised the
open-sky policy of the govern-
ment, fearing that new air-
lines will capture market share
of the local airlines operating
in Pakistan.

Open skies refer to an agree-
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Low-cost air carrier lands in Pakistan

the cost in rupees of a two-
way Karachi-Dubai flydubai
ticket

ment, which liberalises rules
for international aviatrion
and minimises government
intervention.

“I don’t think there is any
friction between flydubai and
the government of Pakistan,”
Ghaith said when asked about
the protest against foreign pri-
vate airlines.

“Flydubai’s aim is to make
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travel a little less complex, a
little less stressful and a little

" less expensive and thereby en-

courage more people to travel
more often,” he said.

“Low cost does not mean that
flydubai will compromise on
its aircraft; passenger safety
is our priority,” added Ghaith.

Like Emirates airline, fly-
dubai is also owned by the
Government of Dubai.

“Low-cost airlines have great
future as their market share
is increasing all around the
world,” he said.

*“We are committed to devel-
oping the markets where we
operate and have already seen
success in markets like Beirut
which has seen a 33 per cent
increase in traffic, Amman
(40 per cent) and Egypt (22 per

Date:

June 2010

cent) since flydubai srarted
operations last year,” he said.

Ali Saif Alawani, UAE
Ambassador to Pakistan, who
was also onboard the inaugu-
1al flight, said ties between the
UAE and Pakistan are already
strong with bilateral trade
worth more than $6 billion
annually,

“Increasing affordable, qual-
ity and direct air travel links
will enly serve to strengthen
our relationship,” he added.

Karachi, Pakistan’s main
seaport, is one of the world’s
largest cities in terms of popu-
lation and is the financial cen-
tre of the country. It is home
to the country's largest com-
mercial corporations and is the
heart of rade and industry, he
said.
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'CEPIA rejects ‘Open
Sky Policy’

RECORDER REPORT
KARACHI: Council of
Pakistan
Airline (CEPIA}, an alliance of
six em| " union, has reject-
ced “Open Sky Policy™ of
Ministry of Defence
President, CEPIA, Sohail
Baloch, while uldl'cssmg un-
dreds of PIA durrnga

He asked the government to
Hemd'lfntrrugjltbeh:MDD reverse its decision to allow for-
and CAA were not aware of the eign airlines to operate flights to

of the d Paki: Hemgndmcadmms-
which would be disastrous for the tration to form commit-
ailing airline, tee” for lated

Speaking on the occasion, problems of all the retired
Najecb-ur-Rehman, President, employees within 15 days.
Aircraft T‘Echnoluglsts He condemned the statement of

S
protest against the
permission to Gulf and Duhal-

by the govemment, at
PIA Head Office here on
Monday, said such policy was
nn‘plmm in other parts of the

n’g’ﬁl to the airlines on such
national flag

routes, on which the
carrier was already operating
flights, he deplored.

Being owner of the PIA, the
government has the obligation to
safeguard the interests of the

soval ,

flag carrier.

The Gulf carriers have been
allowed to operate flight at suit-
able timings from passengers’
point of view and conv

A of Pakistan (ATAP) MD PIA Ejaz Haroon that all the
said employees having affiliation skilled employees of the airline
with different unions join hands had resigned and the remaining
under the banner of CEPIA. The had become liability for the air-
council has been to save the PIA line.

andlleBG[X]anpluymﬁmn President, Society of Aircraft
destruction, he added. Engineers of Pakistan (SAEP),
He asked the PIA management  Shaukat Jamshaid said the man-

1o mise their concems with the agement should wtilise the in-
of

autharities concemed for saving
the national flag carrier,

A.ddrcssmg the participants,
Aziz Suharwardi, President,
Flight Engmnrs National
Association (FENA) said the pur-
pose of the CEPIA is to resolve
the issues faced by the PIA
employees at every level.

He urged PLA management to
extend the fncﬂrty of financial
compemallon to all of its

whereas PIA is not allowed to
| operate to UAE and Gulf at the
| times suitable for local passen-
gers. He asked PIA management
to request Ministry of Defence
{MoD) and Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) to reverse its
decision in the greater national

the pen-
stonofclmloyos.

Captain Rabbani, General
Secretary, Pakistan Airline Pilots®
Association (PALPA) said Kamran
revival of CEPIA during the rule
of the elected government is an

money instead of allowing for-
cign airlines to operate ¢
flights. He requested Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) and
Ministry of Defence (MoD) to

Abid Sharif Khan, President,
PIA Senior Staff Association
(PIASSA), requested media to
stop “propaganda” against the
national flag carrier.

He urged the management of
the airline to restore the

Aﬂdmssmg the participants,
, President,

CBAsndthalCEP[Atnsbu:n
revived again after 1990, when

ey for other salaried
class.

P

the then gov tried to
introduce open sky policy.
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Open sky pollcy

a disaster

for PIA: CEPIA

B b Jan i

KARACHI, Jun 22: The
Council of Employees of
Pakistan International Airlines
(CEPIA) yesterday staged a
protest demonstration against the
permission given by the
authorities to a non-TATA
(International Air Transport
Association) airline ‘FLY
DUBAT and other Gulf carriers.

The speakers were of the
view that Open sky policy a
disaster for PIA. They also
criticised the PIA management
saying that it should have
persuaded the Ministry of
Defence to reverse its decision
“in larger national interest. The
council expressed serious
concems regarding the decision
to give traffic rights to a UAE
based non-IATA airline to
operate- seven flights in a weck
from Dubai to Karachi and vice
versa. CEPIA is formed by PIA

employees’ associations, unions
including PALPA, CBA,
PIASSA, FENA, SAEP and
ATAP to protect the rights of
PIA employees and work for
betterment of the national flag
carrier. But surprisingly the
newly. formed body of PIA
Cabin Crew Association was not

even invited to the protest. The'

newly formed Pakistan Airline
cabin Crew Association
(PACCA) is facing criticism
from other associations of the
airline.

The Council of Employees of
Pakistan International Airlines in
which all the associations and

_unions are affiliated but they ATAP. He said that the cabin

even did not invite the Cabin
Crew Association in the protest
they held yesterday at PIA head
Office.

Accordmg 10 the sources as
the cabin crew have formed their
own Association and they are.
not affiliated with the CBA of

PIA on which the CBA is against
it-and thus creating hurdles in
their way. The CBA and
PIASSA also asked the main
CEPIA not to give membership
to Cabin Crew Association and
if they were given membership,
they would not be assocmtcd
with them, it is said.

Talking to this reporter on the
issue the Genera] Secretary of
PACCA, Nasrullah Khan Afridi
said that he is surprised that why
others has objection on the
Cabin Crew Association as all
others  have their own
association like PALPA, CBA,
PIASSA, FENA, SAEP and

crew’s problems were always
ignored by them, now as they
have formed their own
ssociation, it seems they have
committed a crime.
To a question he said that it's
really sad that their own CBA is
against them.
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