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800 candidates
appearintest
for PIA jobs

OUR STAFF REPORTER

QUETTA - 800 candidates par-
ticipated in written test for the
different posts in PIA here on
Sunday.

Pakistan International Air-
line sources told The Nation
that 800 candidates including
60 women participated in the
test that held here for the dif
ferent posts. The sources said
that it was the first time that
PIA was conducting written
test in such a big scale in
Balochistan.

“It is expected that more
than 150 people of Balochistan
will get jobs in PIA in accord-
ance with its quota in federal
jobs", they added. Tight secu-
rity arrangements were made
during the test,

It may be mentioned that
Balochistan Assembly had
passed a resolution demand-
ing to ensure quota of province
in PIA employments
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" Hiting DIA pilois for
ICAO audit may

IQBAL MIRZA

KARACHI: The International
Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAQ) is likely to downgrade
the international ranking of
Pakistan’s Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) after its next
audit due in February 2010 for
continuing ‘with the practice of
hiring PIA pilots in ifs
safety/standard inspectorate.
This practice was termed as

security concem by ICAQ inits

ey

audit report of 2000, according to avia-

tion sources here.

TCAO conduets audit of its member
arganisations every six vears, Even afler
objections raised in the 2000 audit
report, the CAA still has five PLA pilots
on contract in its flight standand depart-
meni. Hiring of PLA pilots was consid-
ered as “conflict of interests™ in the
ICAO 2000 audit because PIA
pilots not only draw sakary from the air-
line, which i adjusted in PIA’s payment
duc 1o CAA against differemt charges
and fees, they also enjoy 70 hours fgar-
anteed flying allowance and $1500
intemational flying allowance, which is
given otherwise to manngement pilots
for performing duties in PIA. headquar-
ters, when not flying, A foreign airline
representative said: “CAA is compro-
mising passengers’ safety by continuing
1o acquire the services of PIA pilots on
regulatory duties”. A watchdeg on pas-
senger safety, CAA, despite audit objec-
tions in 2000 and 2003 is likely 1o be
downgraded in ICAOQ"s next audit.

In the follow-up audit conducted in
this practice, and CAA had officially
agreed to rectify the objection by induci-
ing permanent instructors, instead of
PIA pilots, who could favour or penalise
their fellow flying community on likes
and dislikes basis. 1ICAQ Universal
Safety Oversight Audit Program
(ICAO-USOAP) is designed to be con-
ducted once every six years. It has been
carried out in more than 100 cos so far
in which Signiﬁcgm Safety Concems
(S5Cs) in case of Nepal, Bangladesh
and Pakistan were highlighted, while
South Korea has been dechared the best
out of the 100 awdits done so fir,

ICAO has 199 member states and is
general assembly meeting is hld every
theee years. ICAQ audit report has cer-
tain significance as it does not penalise
but broadcasts 10 member states audit
needs i make certain improve-
ment i ander to Envcm Y5
tem and have safer, efficient air travel
and smooth operations.

In case of Pakistan, the audit report
had pointed out SSC in CAA fight
inspectorate having conflict of interests

ICAQ’s advice is placed on the web
site and it reflects upon the regufatory
body of that state and operators under
that particular regulatory body come
under severe observation. Thereaficr,
the Federal Aviation Authority (FAA)
of United States and European Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA) arc activated
and come in for their own audit of the

latory body resulting in ban on ser-
ufopefmr.s,asiuppemdwilhﬁ-
310 fleet a fow years buck when it was
banned to land at any destination in all
the 27 European countries.

Needless to point out, Pakistan has a
strong aviation sector with 42 airports,
out of which 10 are intemational. As a
result of new aviation infrastructure
developments, three more intemational

world such practice is allowed where
'?dﬁﬁt.wi&chismbcmgmmd,ispay-
ng salaries o those who are suppased
1o regulate and cheek whether passenger
safety aspects and procedures ane being
followed, or not, by the airdine. This not
only jeopardises the security but also
creies an atmosphens where the inspec-
tors are free 10 pemlise, or favour, their
COMILNILY.

Interestingly. one of the PIA pilots,
who serves CAA s well, violated the
airline’s and CAA’S air safety rules by
flying a long mnge fligh—PK 790—
from Toronto to Lahore on July 21,
2009 without a secand backup captain
on the aircraft. The Night safety rules
make it mandatory for the airline to
-assign two sets of cockpit enew——two
captains and two first officers—for
long-range flights exceeding normal
Hight day time (8-10 hours). In this case,
only one PIA captain, who is also CAA
Director, took the flight with three first
officers.

‘The example of another conflict of
inerests is free travel these pilots enjoy
as their colleagues in PIA. In case of
relaxation or negligence on airline’s
part, it is bound 1o be fivoured by these
pilots, who act as inspectors with CAA.

Experts betieve that PLA administmtion
should not permit its staff 1o perform dual
Fanction of reguksior and pilot. It is azninst
the interests of the airline that it helps cre-
ale a situation whene leniency in safety
standtards could be possible becaire of the
conflict of inierests of the reguluor in his
capacity as a member of flying crew.
Either the CAA, or the PIA, should lanve
initiated enquiry against the pilot for
neglecting of his as reguilator
and captain of the aircraft, Another
Eavoured by the PIA management. Capt.
Javed Saced, CAA-PIA Inspector, Trv-

elled A310 on I declazition (GDY
{apmngaﬁwdafrﬁmnmg:m;‘:saﬁ

“for operational reasons for pilats rvel), to

Toromo from Lahore on Sept 29, 2009 by
PR-789 and, coming back from Toronto
10 Islarmabad and then Karachi he trveled
PR-784 Oct /5. 2009,

Althoush the two operating Caplains
on PK-784 from Toronto to Islemabad
did not Caplain Javed Saced on
GD in the cockpit, he managed to travel
on the same flight through the con-
nivance of Toronto waffic staff on a rev-
enue ticket. He did not have a passpor
as he tmvelled to Toronto in PIA pilot
uniform posing to be operating crew.

On reaching Karachi, he was held up
by immigration authorities as he did not
have a passport, and entered Pakistan in
an illegal manner. He was detuined at
Karachi airport for more than two hours,
and during this period managed (o get
his passport from his house. How he'
wavelled without a passport to Toronto
and back needs a thorough investiga
tion. The incidmpmwmcpoimdag
he was trying to get advaniage of his
dual job, i.e. CAA Inspector on deputa-
&mmmwthlimg?-
ignaled as 2 Captain and operating PIA
flights as pilot in command.

According to an experienced flier, the
said pilot, who is a safety inspector for
A-510, could not have officially flown
on Beeing 777 on official business, i.e.
inspection. He is understood to have’
submitted an apology to the immigra-




