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Two pilots face inquiry for refusing to fly

SADM SAEED

KARAC!—II A senior Pilot of Boeing
777 and his first officer are being
pe'dal.lsed by PIA management for
refusing to fly on short rest, the
piluts have been given notice for
daing so under the most controver-
sial Removal from Service Ordi-
narice 2000, The Nation learnt from
sources, ™
Pilot Capt Murad Arbab and First
Officer § Jamal operated PK-701;
from Islamabad to Mancliester on
April 21, 2009, with a total duty of
approadmately 10 hours, After land-
ing al Manchester they were re-
quired a rest period of approxi-
mately 20 hours as per PIA's own

Air Safety Manual.

“At the Manchester Airport they
were advised by a junior traffic
officer to travel supernumerary by
British Airways flight to London
departing approximately 12 noon
day (with a rest of only 16 hour) and
then continue same day operatin

g
PK-788 London to Karachi,” said

the source,
He added that total duty of the

‘crew would have exceeded the CAA

limits as prescribed in ANO 91.0012
Flight Duty Time Limitations which
is maximum planned flight duty of
12 hours. Therefore, they had to
refuse such an order by a traffic

(Officer as it would have jeopard-

ised the safety of the passengers.
Both the senior Pilots have been

given a notice for inquiry under a
controversial Removal from Serv-
ice Ord. 2000, )

Pakistan Airline Pilots' Associa-
tion (PALPA) has expressed dis-
may over the charge sheeling by
PIA administration of senior mem-
bers of its community and de-
manded the airline to adhere to Air
travel safety and practices being
followed globally and surprisingly
being in PIA’s own flight safety
manual also.

Sourees informed that pilots have
appealed to the PIA management
to cooperate with the pilots in sal-
vaging whatever prestige the na-
tional carvier still has. Pilots are
the wealth of the airline and they

should not be targeted on issues of

air safety.

Sources said that pilots are not
immune from accountability. If they
violate the rules or deviate from
their duty, they should be disci-

plined according to the laid down

rules. However, the administra-
tion should not deviate from trans-
parent procedures. Bypassing ruies
under normal investigations clearly
gave impression of prejudice and
bring bad name.

Sources said that after the initial
enquiry into the incident another
enquiry committee comprising
Khalid Iftikhar, Senior General
Manager Marketmg ‘and
Muhammad Shoaib, Secretary

‘PIA, who are hoth members of the
administration was formed and this

clearly indicates tlut man gement  given thtj copies of the decision
is bent upon ots an taken by Capt Abdullah for the
example for uthemsolhatlhusa!ety st known to him. The

violations are not pointed out. In

past such enquiries were always
assigned to the senior pilots who

are well aware of the setiled prin- |
ciples and Air Navigation Order.
Pilots do not expect fair enquiry

from members of the administra-
tion,

vide letter GMCP&S/P-38212/09

dated 12,05.2009 and they had sub-

mitled their explanations dated

26.05.2009. The pilots were not been

Sources said the General Man

ager Planning & Scheduling, Capt.
Haroon Ahdullah had previously to
‘sought explanation regarding the tion 5
same allegations from the pilots :
‘which only provides for o
quiry. Ikmawelisetlledpnsihonof
lawﬁxatmthEhasisforfactﬁnding f

Commiltee has also

nol provided any copy lo the pilots
t could help them in defending

satd that pilots feel that
iiry being conducted by
Committee is actually

tha

thi tory prwis_:ons of sec-
I ﬂie Remaw}ld&nm Service

enquiry only disciplinary proceed-

on short-rest

ings can be started but no punish-
ment can be awarded.

Sources said that pilols have
asked the Ministry of Defence to
take notice of the administration’s

illegal inquiries and ensure not to

overstreteh the pilots to a limit
where a minor error due to fatigue
could result in fatal accident.
When the PIA management was
contacted, an official commented

an  that the issue is under review of the

committee. If the pilots aceused
prove to be guilty, they will have

Lo face the enguiry and avery
possible action.

PIAw:lIgobylhebookin order

(to proceed in the enquiry, The

pilots have been asked to submit
their clarifications.




